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House-Passed American Health Care Act Is�Still 
Government-Controlled Health Care 

Citizens’ Council for Health Freedom: AHCA Does Not Guarantee�Lower 
Costs, Greater Choices or Broader Networks 

ST. PAUL, Minn.—The U.S. House of Representatives today passed the amended American 
Health Care Act (AHCA), but before the bill goes to the U.S. Senate, Citizens’ Council for Health 
Freedom (CCHF, www.cchfreedom.org), is reminding lawmakers and Americans alike that 
AHCA is still government-controlled health care. 
 
“The American Health Care Act is not repeal—and the American people wanted full repeal of 
Obamacare,” said CCHF president and co-founder Twila Brase. “Under AHCA, the federal 
government is still in control of health care, and states must ask permission to opt out of 
Obamacare’s price controls for health insurance premiums and mandated benefits. Health 
plans will remain in control as well. The prohibition on catastrophic indemnity plans remains in 
place. AHCA does not return health freedom to Americans.” 
 
State legislatures must decide to submit waiver applications, and exemption from certain 
Obamacare insurance mandates is not automatic. Many states may not choose to do the politically 
difficult work of ending these mandates, despite their costs, because permission is granted for no 
more than 10 years. Brase emphasized that Dr. Tom Price will not always serve as the Secretary of 
HHS, and the next secretary may be much less willing to grant state waivers of Obamacare 
requirements. 
 
Now, with the House passage of AHCA, Brase says it is likely that Republicans will “own” 
everything remaining about Obamacare. As they claim credit for “repeal and replace,” the public 
will view everything that happens (as a result of not actually repealing the law) as the fault of 
Republicans. 
 
“The amended AHCA does not expand competition and it does not eliminate federal control,” 
she added. “It is essentially Obamacare without the taxes, with limited freedom for states to do 
what Congress can’t seem to do, and with new mandates, penalties and billions of dollars of 
taxpayer-funded subsidies, without any guarantee of lower costs, greater choices or broader 
networks. Today may be a political win for Republicans, but it is not a ‘win’ for health 
freedom.” 
 
CCHF’s initiative, The Wedge of Health Freedom (www.JointheWedge.com), is using third-
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CCHF president and co-founder Twila Brase, R.N., has been called one of the “100 Most 
Powerful People in Health Care” and one of “Minnesota’s 100 Most Influential Health Care 
Leaders.” A public health nurse, Brase has been interviewed by CNN, Fox News, Minnesota 
Public Radio, NBC Nightly News, NBC’s Today Show, NPR, New York Public Radio, the 
Associated Press, Modern Healthcare, TIME, The Wall Street Journal, The Washington Post and 
The Washington Times, among others. She is at the forefront of informing the public of crucial 
health issues, such as intrusive wellness and prevention initiatives in Obamacare, patient 
privacy, informed consent, the dangers of “evidence-based medicine” and the implications of state 
and federal health care reform 
 
For more information or to interview Twila Brase, president and co-founder of Citizens’ Council for Health 
Freedom, contact Deborah Hamilton at 215-815-7716 or 610-584-1096, or Beth Harrison at 610-584-1096, 
Media@HamiltonStrategies.com. 

party-free direct payment to transform the entire health care system back to freedom and restore 
simplicity, affordability and confidentiality. Nearly 200 Wedge practices, where patients can find 
affordable, patient-centered care, are located in 44 states and listed online. 
CCHF is a national patient-centered health freedom organization existing to protect health care 
choices, individualized patient care, and medical and genetic privacy rights. For more information 
about CCHF, visit www.cchfreedom.org, its Facebook page or its Twitter feed @CCHFreedom. 
Also view the media page for CCHF here. For more about The Wedge of Health Freedom, visit 
www.JointheWedge.com, The Wedge Facebook page or follow The Wedge on Twitter 
@wedgeoffreedom. 
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To interview CCHF’s Twila Brase, contact Beth Harrison at 610-584-1096 x104, 
Media@HamiltonStrategies.com or Deborah Hamilton at 215-815-7716 or 610-584-1096 
x102. 

 


